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Friends for Fun, Safety  
& Knowledge 

NOTE: Our Gathering is one week early at 
Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 Eat @ 6, Meet @ 7PM 

Here’s the November picture.  Use your creativity! 

Please email or text me with your caption! 
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Joke of the Month 
 

Two antennae decided 

one day to get married.  

The wedding wasn’t that 

good, but the reception 

was great! 

 
 

 Cooler riding weather is slowly coming our way. We rode today and the 
high was 82; on the way home it was 72. Things are starting to change and 
cooler weather is on its way. We have a lot planned for the next two months 
and then it is on to 2022!  Is that even possible? 
 
 We have had a busy month: weekday rides, Friday night dinner rides, 
ice cream get-together, Punch Card Ride, the Monthly Gathering and a visit to 
the Alabama District Rally. The attendance at all the rides has been great and 
everyone seems to be enjoying the variety. 
 
 The Alabama District Rally held in Eufaula, Alabama at the Lakepoint 
Lodge is always a fantastic time. We take the lodge over with all the attendees. 
It is a perfect place for a rally and we have attended many there. We entered 
the Costume Contest as the Addams Family and we won! We looked pretty 
good if I do say so myself! We also won the Chapter Challenge.  The challenge 
was a scavenger hunt.  We had to locate and take of picture of 14 different 
items all within 20 minutes.  The items were very challenging and it was tons of 
fun. Alabama knew Chapter FL1-A was in the house.  e will be attending next 
year. If you think you would like to attend, please don’t hesitate to make your 
room reservations because they fill up very quickly. The theme is LUAU and 
that is always lots of fun. 
 
 Eight of us attended the Mississippi District Rally. It was another one 
for the books. Dom and Diane won Second Place Couple in the Costume Con-
test and the Chapter won First Place in the group Costume Contest. We also 
won Second Place in the Chapter Shirt Contest.  Once again, everyone knew 
Chapter FL1-A was in the house. We had a great time with lots of laughs, food 
and fun with old and new friends. 
 
 In the upcoming couple of months we will continue our full schedule.  
Some things to look forward to will be the weekday rides, Friday night dinner 
rides, a ride to FL2-G Ft. Myers’ function on Saturday, November 29th, ice 
cream meets, and a cool place called Bob’s Train in Sarasota. Of course, 
Thanksgiving is November 25th and that will be a great family day and feast I 
am sure. Despite a lot of crazy things happening in the last couple of years we 
do have a great deal to be thankful for. 
 
 So far around 15 people are going to Shrimps R Us for the first day of 
2022. We are staying at the Quality Inn in Palatka on New Year’s Eve. We had 
a lot of fun last year and then eating lots of shrimp was a great way to start the 
year! 
 
 Please remember that our Gathering this month is the second Saturday 
not the third so we can attend the function in Ft. Myers. 
 
 Bob and I wish you all a wonderful Thanksgiving. 

     Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

Folks are usually as happy 

as they make up their 

minds to be. 

Abraham Lincoln 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 What do our Chapter shirts represent? They tell everyone who we are 
as a group. They tell others we have pride in our Chapter, District and 
GWRRA. Sometimes people don’t immediately know what we are: we’ve been 
asked if we work for the city and if we were in a bowling league; when a wait-
ress asked me I said we are a motorcycle group. She said she never would 
have guessed that. Whenever we’re asked, we tell people we represent the 
Gold Wing Road Rider Association! And we do it proudly. 
 
 Any time we are wearing our Chapter shirts, we should conduct our-
selves properly. Our actions reflect on the Chapter and GWRRA. Yes, things 
happen and sometimes we are not treated the way we want; we may not get 
our food, drinks, or check timely or maybe service doesn’t meet our expecta-
tions. At those times we need to remember we are representing GWRRA and 
Chapter FL1-A, and we need to voice our disapproval calmly and quietly, ex-
plaining to the service person what our needs are. When you are rude and 
loud it is not acceptable; it shows our chapter at a bad light. 
 
 COVID has left many restaurants short-staffed and short on supplies. 
We need to remember that generally everyone is doing their best. When that is 
obviously NOT the case, there is nothing wrong with expressing discontent in a 
reasonable manner. 
  

      Vicki 

  

  
 The riding this time of year is excellent and with all that the Chapter has 
planned, now is the time to ride! 
 
 It’s come to my attention that not everyone checks the membership ex-
piration date, so get your card out right now and check. If it’s time to renew, 
please do! 
 
 Ride safe and keep looking for new members. 

 
     Bruce     

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Bruce Schlimme 

 

Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello All, 
 
 Florida District Riding and MFA Classes are available upon request to main-
tain your Levels status. For ARC and TRC classes, contact Dominick at Dominick-
flde@gmail.com. For MFA Classes, contact Claudia at rvega19854@gmail.com.   
Watch for upcoming Riding Class and MFA Class Announcements on GroupWorks. 
 

ENGINE BRAKING…..OR NOT 
 
 Let’s first define what Engine Braking is. Engine Braking is slowing down 
your motorcycle or trike by down shifting into a lower gear and letting the clutch out 
slowly to slow down the bike. 
 
 Now let’s talk about different reasons riders engine brake. Some do it for the 
noise. If they have loud pipes on their bike they like the loud backing down sound of 
the engine. Some riders engine brake to help aid the braking system of the bike to 
slow the bike down during slowing or stopping. Other riders engine brake to slow 
the bike down to a proper entry speed for a curve and choose the gear they want to 
enter the curve with. You might also Engine Brake to slow your bike down when 
you are approaching a stale red light, anticipating the light will turn green before you 
arrive and thus you will be in the correct gear to continue on your way without stop-
ping. 
 
 Let’s now discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the examples I have 
given. If you are engine braking for the noise that is your choice, as long as while 
you are doing so you are not also compromising your safety, as I will explain. If you 
are engine braking to aid with your stopping, think about what mechanically you are 
doing to your bike. When you routinely engine brake for normal stopping you are 
putting unnecessary wear and tear on your bike’s drive train components. That 
means extra stress on your engine, clutch, chain, shaft or belt. The chain or belt is 
being stretched unnecessarily or your drive shaft u-joints are being put under extra 
stress. The clutch is engaging a moving fly wheel to slow the bike down adding ex-
tra contact and wear on it. To replace any of these components I have listed costs 
much more than just having to replace a set of brake pads. You are talking hun-
dreds if not thousands of dollars to replace the engine and drive train components 
as opposed to replacing a $40 set of brake pads. 
  

 

 

Continued on next page 

 

LEVELS CLASSES AVAILABLE 
and ENGINE BRAKING 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 

mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com
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ENGINE BRAKING (Cont’d) 

  

 Now let’s discuss the safety aspect in engine braking to slow down your 
bike. If you have to brake hard you should be using the Threshold Braking 
Method. That means you are putting the brakes on as hard as you can to the 
point just before the tires begin to skid. If you also engine brake you are risking 
breaking the rear tire loose and skidding because of the extra stress you just 
added to the rear tire. Most of the modern-day motorcycles have ABS (Antilock 
Braking System). That means the braking system will take over if you acciden-
tally apply too much brake pressure and either tire begins to skid. The ABS sys-
tem will not let the tires skid if you are using brakes only. If you add engine brak-
ing incorrectly at the same time you are using the brakes you could lock up the 
rear tire. You have defeated the purpose of having an ABS System. The ABS 
System cannot correct the rear wheel skid if the reason you are skidding is be-
cause you let the clutch out too fast or at the wrong speed in the wrong gear. 
Remember if you are using engine braking to set up a proper entry speed before 
entering a curve, get the clutch back out before you begin to lean. When you 
lean over for the curve your rear tire is now on its edge with much less tire sur-
face area touching the road. There should be no more engine braking stress ap-
plied on your rear tire once you are in a lean. The extra stress on the rear tire 
caused by engine braking, along with the centrifugal force being applied to your 
rear tire, could cause the rear tire to slide out from under you. 
 
 Engine Braking…..or not. Now you know the pros and cons. What will be 
your choice? 
 

  We are here to assist you with your training needs. 
 
      
 Ride Safe!! 
 
 

    Dominick & Diane 

  
 
 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 

NOVEMBER RECIPE 
PUMPKIN MUFFINS 

 
1 Box of pumpkin muffin mix 

1 can of pumpkin 
 

Bake at 350 for 20 to 25 minutes 
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TPMS (Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems) 
 
 You know how it goes. You just got all dressed for your ride and now you 
want to check the tire pressure in your tires. Now you have to get down on your 
hands and knees, or in some cases down on your back, to get to the tire valve 
stems. Who was the genius who decided to put the valve stems on the low side 
under the side saddlebag on the Honda GL1800? You might go to all that trou-
ble to get down to check your tires just to find that the tire pressure is OK. 
 
 Say hello to a TPMS. All you have to do to check your tire pressure is to 
press a button on your dash area and you instantly know whether or not you 
need to add air to your tires. TPMS display units are solar charged while you are 
riding. If your bike is out of sunlight when stored you can plug the display unit 
into a USB plug. The sensor caps have a small round 1632 battery in them.  
These batteries last about three months and then are easily changed. You will 
know when the battery is weak because the display for that particular tire will not 
come on. 
 
 There are different brand names and prices so I leave it up to you to 
Google TPMS to find out which one you want. The prices vary so I guess you 
get what you pay for. I buy the medium-priced ones and have had good luck 
with them. The TPMS is also made for different vehicles. There is a two-valve 
stem cap kit for motorcycles, a three-valve stem cap kit for trikes, and a four-
valve stem cap kit for cars. Ironically the motorcycle kits cost more than the car 
kits. I always buy the car kit for my motorcycles. That way you have enough 
caps for your two-wheel motorcycle, your trailer, or your trike. Or you can just 
save the unused caps as spares. Each kit has its own frequency so if you lose 
or damage a cap you would have to buy an entirely new kit. Just to give you an 
idea of the cost of the kits:  two-wheel kit $55; three-wheel kit $90; four-wheel kit 
$35. 
 
 Another nice feature of the TPMS is that you can constantly monitor the 
tire pressure and the tire temperature as you ride. 
 
 A small price to pay to save your back & knees and time. 
 
 Ride safe, 
 
 

    Dominick & Diane 

SAVE YOUR BACK AND KNEES 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 
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Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 

January 2013 NOVEMBER 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

4 5 
Dinner @  
Mandolo Kitchen, 
14703 N Dale 
Mabry. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

6 

7 
Shop @ at St An-
thony Craft Fair 
(open 9AM) OR 
meet there @ 
10:30AM for a 
lunch ride   

8 
 

9 10 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

11 12 
Dinner @  
Whiskey Joes 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

13 
Monthly Gath-
ering @ Mission 
BBQ, 5602 W 
Waters Ave.  
Eat @ 6PM, 
meet @ 7PM 

14 
Ice Cream @ 
Orange Cycle 
Creamery, Tar-
pon Springs. 
Meet there @  
7PM 

15 16 17 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 
Ride to FL2-G Ft. 
Myers Rally. 
KSU McDonalds 
@ Faulkenberg 
& SR60 @ 8AM 
 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 

25 
 
 

26 27 

28 
Surprise Ride 
TBA 

29 
 

30 
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OCTOBER OUTINGS 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

November 13  Instructor Training and Certification  
   Program New Instructor Workshop   Clearwater, FL 
 
November 20  FL2-G Ft. Myers Rally/Silent Auction   Ft Myers, FL  
 
November 27  FL District Ride-In     Lake Harbor, FL 
 
January 1, 2022  Florida District First Ride of the Year   Welaka, FL 
   Shrimps-R-Us       
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Susan Ralph  Nov 11 
Sandra Potts  Nov 11 
Bruce Bruegger  Nov 22 

Bob & Nan Shrader Nov 29 

Bill & Wilma Bushey 
Keith & Barbara Huskey 

Curtis & Kathey Matthews 
Joe & Sandra Potts 
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