
  

 

Chapter FL1-A  
UPDATES 

March 2023 

 

 

   
 It’s District Rally time. It will be the first Florida Eagle Wings Motorcycle 
Association District Rally. All the fun starts on Thursday, March 16th.  That 
night will be dinner, the costume contest, and then silent disco. I have my cos-
tume ready for the 50’s and hope you do too. The silent disco is so much fun 
so if you have never participated in it make sure you do this time. 
 
 Friday will bring more fun and then Friday night the chapter will be 
getting together for our annual District Rally dinner. Always tasty and always 
fun. We will be participating in the Talent Show so get with Diane if you are 
interested. 
 
 Saturday brings another day of good times and then closing ceremo-
nies. The $10,000 will be given away then so keep your fingers crossed! 

 
 Eagle Wings is really going strong and thanks to all of you our Chapter is going strong too. Let’s see if 
we can bring in more folks to have fun with us. Please always have an application on hand and find some 
more like-minded folks to join us. 
 

  

       

  Nan 
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Greetings to All, 
 
 Whoohoo! It’s almost here. March 16th through March 18th is our Florida District Rally. We are looking forward 
to a great time with our EWMA friends. We have some fun on-bike games waiting for you. We will have two-wheel 
and three-wheel motorcycle games. Solo or pairs can participate.  
 
 We will be having our $10,000 Grand Prize Drawing at closing ceremonies. There are still some outstanding 
Raffle Ticket monies due from some of our Chapters. Please send in any outstanding Chapter Raffle Ticket money now.  
You will still be making checks payable to: “GWRRA Florida District Rider Education.” We will not be changing our 
name on our bank account to “EWMA” until after our District Rally. 
 

FRONT WHEEL BEARING FAILURE 
 
 I often write my safety articles based on something I heard  that happened to another motorcyclist or some-
thing that happened to me. This article is about something that I experienced. I was on a day ride Wednesday when I 
began to feel some vibration in the handlebars of my 2008 GL1800 Honda Gold Wing. I immediately thought that this 
might be the front wheel bearings. I was going to check it out when I stopped for gas, which was close by. Before I got 
to the gas station I began to hear a plastic rubbing noise. The front plastic fender can telegraph the grinding noise of 
the worn bearing, which is what I was hearing. I made it to the gas station and put the bike on the center stand so I 
could freely turn the front wheel. I could feel resistance in the wheel turning and when I put my ear against the plastic 
front fender and spun the front wheel, I could hear the vibration. Plastic front fenders will channel the vibration noise 
and make it easier to hear. 
 
 Front wheel bearings on most motorcycles are sealed. That means you cannot grease them at normal mainte-
nance intervals. Every time you have a front tire replaced you should check, or have the mechanic check the condition 
of your front wheel bearings. If you are not ready to remove the front wheel for a new tire, checking the bearings can 
be done by supporting the bike with the front wheel off the ground. Spin the wheel and see if you can feel any resis-
tance or slack. Hold on to the opposite sides of the wheel with both hands. Shake the wheel to see if you feel any free 
play.  Look at the bearing dust covers on both sides of the wheel at the axle for metal dust shavings.  You could use a 
mechanic’s stethoscope to listen at the axle as you spin the wheel for any grinding or strange noise. If the wheel is re-
moved you could put your finger in the center of the bearings and spin the inner race feeling for any roughness in 
movement. 
 
 There is no set amount of mileage when front wheel bearings will fail. It all depends on the conditions the bike 
is ridden in. If you travel in a lot of wet conditions or ride on muddy dirt roads, your chances of front wheel bearing 
failure is increased. My bike has 102,000 miles on it and has been ridden on many cross-country trips in the rain. I 
tend to keep my motorcycles for a long time and usually change the front wheel bearings around 100,000 miles when 
it is time to replace the front tire. I didn’t need a front tire yet which is why I had not changed this bike’s front bear-
ings as yet. Knowing the telltale signs of front wheel bearing failure is what alerted me. Most motorcycles only have 
one wheel bearing on each side of the wheel. The Honda GL1800 has two wheel bearings on each side of the wheel.  
That means when the outer bearing fails, the inner bearing will keep you from having instant loss of control. When 
one bearing fails it is time to replace all four bearings and two outer seals. 
 
 It would be safer to change your front wheel bearings early rather than waiting for a dangerous mishap. The 

front wheel could lock up and you are going down. Preventative maintenance is the key to safe riding. 

 We are here to assist you with your training needs.  

 Ride safe! 

      Dominick and Diane 
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DECEMBER 2022 
January 2013 

J2013 January 2013 January 2013 January 3 MARCH 2023 

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
One week earlier this month due to the District Rally 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

2 3 
Dinner @  
Ford’s Garage, 
25526 Sierra 
Center Blvd, 
Lutz. Meet 
there @ 6PM 

4 

5 
Ride to Peck’s. 
KSU Speedway 
@ SR 41 & 52 @ 
10AM 

6 7 8 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 

9 10 
Dinner @  
Daddy’s Grill, 
3682 Tampa 
Road. Meet 
there @ 6PM 

11 
FL1-A Gathering 
Mission BBQ 
Eat @ 6PM 
Meet @ 7PM 

12 
Orange Cycle 
Creamery, Tar-
pon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
6:30PM 

13 14 15 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 
 
 

16 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 

17 
Florida District 
Rally. Alta-
monte Springs, 
FL 
 

18 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 

19 20 21 
 

22 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 

23 
 

24 
Dinner @ 
Hungry Harry’s 
3116 Land 
O’Lakes Blvd. 
Meet there @ 
6PM 

25 
Ride to Zephyrhills 
Airport for Vietnam 
Veterans Day. KSU 
RaceTrac @ SR52 & 
I75 @10AM 

 

26 27 
 

28 29 
Skills Games in 
Ocala. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR52 & I75 
@ 10AM 

30 31 
Dinner @ Glory 
Days, 14457 N 
Dale Mabry. 
Meet there @ 
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Your Name ____________________________________ 


