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NOTE: No Gathering This Month 

Here’s the November picture.  What is Tania trying 
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Joke of the Month 
 

When you call a dog, he/
she usually comes to you. 

 
When you call a cat, he/

she takes a message! 

 
 
 

 We are in the Holiday Season now! Always a fun and blessed time for 
friends and family. As always, Bob and I wish you all a very Merry Christmas! 
 
 On Halloween we had a picnic ride and Mask Contest. Our second 
place winner was Tania and Debbie R. won first place. I thank everyone who 
participated. It was fun and creative. Weekday rides continue to be fun and 
gorgeous days. The restaurants we pick, and we do pick good ones, are al-
ways accommodating and delicious. Friday night dinner meets are always 
something everyone enjoys. 
 
 December brings us some great times. We have our two-night over-
nighter at one of our favorite hotels in Ft. Myers; the Best Western on the wa-
terway is a great place. Those who went last year on the 4th of July will always 
remember the fantastic fireworks display and a nice warm pool. Along with a 
great place to stay we will be visiting The Edison House in the morning and 
then again in the evening to see the beautiful Christmas lights we have heard 
about. We are really looking forward to that weekend. Next up on the list 
(besides our Friday night meets and weekday rides) will be our Christmas 
Party at John and Sheila’s. Last year was terrific and we once again thank the 
Taylors for offering their lovely home for another great time. Time will be an-
nounced soon. The following weekend we have Wreaths Across America. It 
gives you a warm and wonderful feeling to place wreaths on the graves of 
those who gave their all for us.  If you are thinking about joining us, please 
keep your eye on your email for details. 
 
 On Sunday, December 12th we will have a bike display at the 
Westshore Mall. Bud and Ginger have set this up and it is a great way to re-
cruit! Not only that, it’s a great way to show the public that we are normal peo-
ple riding out on the road with them. Please consider putting your bike in the 
display, and if you chose to please let Bud know. If you can’t then please try to 
stop by between 11 and 3 and say hi. 
 
 Then of course after Christmas on New Year’s Eve we will be partying 
at the Quality Inn in Palatka. We had lots of fun last year and I know this year 
will be even more fun. The next day you can fill yourself with shrimp cooked in 
many ways. I have lots of sparklers this year to ring in the new year so come 
on and have a great time with us and welcome 2022! 
 
 Next year we will be getting back to our Rider Cup Mini Golf Tourna-
ment, riding to the Retired Horse Farm, checking out Bob’s Train in Sarasota, 
hitting up Goodson’s Farm and many other things. If you have something you 
think would interest everyone please let me know. 
 
 Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

 

     Nan 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

Kindness is the language 
which the deaf can hear 
and the blind can see. 

 
Mark Twain 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with friends and family.   
 
 I like to talk about GWRRA rallies. I’ve only been riding for 3 ½ years, 
and I’ve gone to rallies every year. I really feel like people should go and sup-
port other Chapters and Districts. A lot of people think they are boring and 
there aren’t many vendors so why bother. You should really look at it as a so-
cial event where you get to meet other people from different areas. At the Ala-
bama District Rally costume contest, FL1-A went as the Addams Family and 
won first place! We also won first place in Chapter Challenge. In Mississippi 
we won second place for couples in Costume Contest and first place for group. 
And ask anyone who participated, they had a great time! In addition, I met peo-
ple from Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, and Oklahoma. We would meet up for 
meals and had a lot of laughs.  
 
 I guess what I’m trying to say is rallies aren’t boring if you PARTICI-
PATE in different events and socialize with new people.  
 
 Come to support our Chapter and meet new friends; at the last rally I 
met people from Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, and Oklahoma.  We would 
meet up for meals and had a lot of laughs. It’s a great thing to travel around 
the country and meet people you know from attending rallies! 
 

 Merry Christmas! 

      Vicki 

  

 Thanksgiving is in the books and Christmas will soon be here. 
Chapter A is doing a good job keeping our members up it date with 
their memberships.  
 
 The riding is wonderful this time of year and the overnighters are com-
ing up fast so please join us in as many outings as you can. As you know, we 
all love one another and friendship is wonderful, especially at this time of year! 
  
  

     Bruce  

   

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Bruce Schlimme 

 Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 
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Hello all, 
 
 Florida District Riding and MFA Classes are available upon request to main-
tain your Levels status. For ARC and TRC Classes contact Dominick at Dominick-
flde@gmail.com. For MFA Classes contact Claudia at rvega19854@gmail.com. 
 
 I would like to explain the logistics of what it takes to set up a Riding Class.  
First, the best way to acquire a Class would be for a Chapter’s Director or CSEA to 
poll the members of their Chapter and determine how many Members are inter-
ested in taking a riding class and what type of class they want to take, an ARC or 
TRC. They would then submit to me an email with the results and a preferred date 
they would like to attend and at what location. I would prefer a minimum of six bikes 
with a maximum of 12 bikes for each class. (Co-Riders are not factored in the 
count.) If the Chapter does not have a minimum of six bikes I will fill the empty 
spots with individual members I already have on a waiting list. If none, I will adver-
tise the class on Group Works to fill the empty spots. I then have to check with the 
specific Riding Range Site to see if the date requested is available. Once the loca-
tion and the date is secured, I will notify the Chapter Director, the CSEA, and all the 
individual members that the class is scheduled and they are on the list of attendees.  
The Chapter Director or CSEA would then collect and hold a $30 deposit check re-
fundable upon successful completion of the course. I would collect the $30 deposit 
checks from all of the individual members who will be attending. If a member could 
not attend for a legitimate reason (to be determined on a case-by-case decision), 
the deposit check would still be returned. The reason for the deposit checks is be-
cause Range Rental Fees, and in some cases Instructor Fees, must still be paid 
regardless of whether or not a member shows up. If there are any further questions 
in this area, feel free to contact me. 
 

More 
 
  I have many sources for the safety information I provide in my Newsletter ar-
ticles. It is particularly rewarding when I see one of our members write an article 
about something that is important to us and worth sharing.  Such is the case of an 
Article I recently read in a FL1-H Chapter Newsletter. The Article was written by 
Member Jerry Wells.  The following is his article: 

 

 

 

 

Continued on next page 

     

LEVELS CLASSES AVAILABLE & MORE  

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 
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ENGINE BRAKING (Cont’d) 

  

BRAKE FLUID 
 
I was checking my motorcycle over and noticed the DOT 4 on the cover of my brake 

reservoir. I wondered what does that mean and why DOT 4 as opposed to DOT 3. What 

would happen if I inadvertently added DOT 3? With the invention of the internet came 

Google. Just ask and it will tell you anything. The first thing I discovered is that DOT 

stands for Department Of Transportation. They regulate the highways and what hap-

pens on them, especially safety.  The 3 and 4 are specifications for the brake fluid. 

There are also 2, 5, 5.1, 6, and 7. Unless you have special needs, such as race cars or 

operate in extremely high temperatures, you won’t need anything but 3 or 4. They are 

both poly glycol based. DOT 3 is the one most used, especially in automobiles. It has a 

higher water absorption rate and should not be used instead of 4. It is classed for use in 

non-aggressive breaking applications. The reason is it has a lower boiling point than 4. 

With aggressive breaking the brakes heat up, the fluid boils. You now have vapor in 

your lines and you lower pressure at your brake pads. Not a situation you want to be in. 

Part of the specification is the wet and dry boiling points. Dry, means new brake fluid is 

never exposed to air and has 0% water in it. Wet means exposed to air and up to 3.7% 

water. The dry boiling point for DOT 3 is 410 deg. F for DOT 4 it is 446 deg. F. The wet 

boiling point for 3 is 284 deg. F and 4 is 311 deg. F. DOT 4 contains borate and glycol. 

This makes it harder to absorb water which, as we just pointed out, lowers the boiling 

point, so it is better for aggressive breaking. Liquids are hard to compress, air isn’t. We 

want only liquids in our brake lines and cylinders. Compare it to water. Water boils at 

212 deg. F. At this temperature it turns to vapor (steam). As it cools it turns back into 

liquid. The brake fluid does the same. When it boils we get vapor in the lines and the 

brakes feel soft. The vapor compresses and we no longer get full pressure to the pads. 

Our stopping ability is greatly compromised. One day coming off of the Blue Ridge 

Parkway I was on a steep winding road. I used the front brake until it overheated. Sud-

denly I had no front brake. I downshifted and used the rear brake sparingly until I came 

to a church with a big parking lot. I circled the lot until I slowed enough to stop. I parked 

in the shade until the brakes cooled down and the fluid became liquid again then contin-

ued. If your system specifies DOT 3 you can add DOT 4 but never the other way. It 

would lower the boiling point and your brakes may fail. It is also recommended that you 

change your brake fluid every year and never let it go over two years. I am willing to bet 

most of you have never changed brake fluid. They also recommend that you use a new 

sealed can when you add fluid. This guaranties you are using dry fluid and not compro-

mising it. 

Gerald Wells, ACD FL1-H, MEC, ITCP 
 

 
 We are here to assist you with your training needs. 
     
 Ride Safe!! 
 
 

    Dominick & Diane 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 
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1. Take a Riding Safety Class every three years to maintain your Riding Skills and self
-assess your Riding Ability. 

2. At stop signs and red lights avoid stopping in the middle of the lane. That is where 
the slippery stuff is. 

3. Always have an escape path in mind when moving or stopped in traffic. 
4. Watch your mirrors when stopping or stopped. Leave enough room in front of you in 

case you have to make a quick escape to avoid being hit from behind. 
5. Ride like no one sees you or cares about your safety.  Don't rely on looking at the 

face of the car driver. They may seem like they are looking at you and still pull into 
your path of travel. Watch the wheels of cars instead for movement. 

6. Car drivers often don't see you or properly evaluate how fast you are approach-
ing. Anticipate that they may pull out in front of you.  

7. Don't express anger at car or truck drivers. This could escalate into road rage and 
you might become a speed bump. 

8. Concentrate on riding. Don't let your mind wander or ruminate on what just oc-
curred. 

9. Use your peripheral vision to stay aware of your surroundings. 
10. Don't ride faster than your comfort level, especially when riding with others. 
11. When you ride with other riders use communication devices or make sure everyone 

knows the same hand signals. 
12. Don't panic or overreact if something unexpected occurs.  
13. Look where you want to go and as far ahead as you can. If you see an obstacle, 

look at the path around it and not at the obstacle itself. 
14. When a threatening situation develops, consider whether it is safer to accelerate 

away from the danger versus braking for it. 
15. Don't get on a motorcycle if you are tired, drunk, high, or even just slightly buzzed.  
16. If you have daily close calls, it is probably your riding style that needs to be ad-

justed. 
17. Regularly check and adjust parts of your motorcycle. Tires and wheels, head light, 

brake lights, turns signals, throttle free play, clutch and brake levers, chain, shaft or 
belt drive, etc.   

18. If you have a windshield keep it clean. The same goes for your helmet's face shield 
and your eye glasses. 

19. Make yourself visible with a brightly colored helmet and colorful armored motorcycle 
apparel. 

20. Adhere to ATGATT: All The Gear All The Time.   
21. Wear your protective gear no matter how short or slow the ride or how hot the 

weather. 
22. Make sure your passenger is also wearing the proper gear. They are more likely to 

get thrown off the motorcycle in a crash. 
 
 This may seem like a lot to keep track of, but as most experienced riders know, 
good habits become second nature through repetition. Being smart and riding safely will 
allow you to enjoy the ride for years to come. 
 

 Ride safe, 

    Dominick & Diane 

SAFE RIDE REVIEW 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 
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 Our bike display will be on Sunday, December 12, from 11-3 in the old Sears parking lot next to 
the entrance to the parking garage at Westshore Mall at Kennedy and Westshore in Tampa. 
 
 We will meet there no later than 10:30AM to start setting up. Of course, please wear your 
Chapter shirts/gear. If you have a trailer to display, please bring it! Bring chairs to sit in; the mall will 
provide barricades to protect us and the bikes. If you have more than one bike in the family, ride them! 
The more bikes, the better.  
 
 We will sell District raffle tickets and give away GWRRA–related literature. If you have any old 
Wing World magazines, bring them. They’re a great recruiting tool. If you have any motorcycle safety-
related give-away items, bring them too. 
 
 Even if you don’t want to display your bike, join us and let’s see if we can recruit some new 
members.  
 
 PLEASE LET NAN OR ME KNOW BEFORE DECEMBER 9 IF YOU WILL ATTEND WITH YOUR BIKE. 
 
 It is unusual to find a place in Tampa that will let us show our bikes. Let’s put on a good show! 
 
 See you soon, 
 

      Bud & Ginger 

BIKE SHOW INFORMATION 

 
RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
Almond Joy Haystacks 

 
12 ounces chocolate chips 
3-4 cups shredded coconut 
½ cup almonds, chopped 

 
Melt chocolate.  Add coconut 

and almonds. 
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NO Gathering this Month 

January 2013 

DECEMBER 2021 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 

2 3 
Overnighter in 
Ft Myers 

4 
Overnighter in 
Ft Myers—Visit 
Edison House 

5 
Return from Ft. 
Myers 

6 
 

7 8 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 

9 10 
Dinner @  
Shells,  2101 E 
Fowler Ave. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

11 
Christmas Party 
at the Taylors. 
Meet there @ 
6:30PM 

12 
Bike Display @ 
Westshore Mall 
from 11-3. Meet 
there by 
10:00AM 

13 14 15 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75@ 
10:30AM 
 

16 17 
Dinner @  
Tampa Joes, 
9316 Anderson 
Road. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

18 
Wreaths Across 
America—TBA 
 

19 
 

20 21 
 

22 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 

26 27 
 

28 
 

29 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

30 31 
Overnighter to 
Palatka for 
Shrimps R Us on 
1/1/22 
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NOVEMBER NUTTINESS 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

January 1  Florida District First Ride of the Year   Welaka, FL 
   Shrimps-R-Us  
 
March 17-19  42nd FL Gathering of the Wings    Altamonte Springs, FL 
   Florida District Rally 
        
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Barbara Huskey   Dec 4 
Karen Bradford   Dec 8 
Joe Mazza   Dec 9 
Sharon Dunn   Dec 13 
Tania Almond   Dec 14 
Dean Hauser   Dec 24 
Bruce Schlimme   Dec 26 

Bill & Wilma Bushey      Dec 29 

None this Month 
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