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 As you read this Carol, Joanne, Vicki and I will be on a cruise.  It is a make 
up for the last one we couldn’t go on due to COVID.  We would lose our money if 
we did not take the cruise prior to the end of the year so off we went! 
 
 Seven of us went to the Mississippi Rally. Unfortunately Bob and I had to 
come home early due to my illness but Vicki, Dom and Diane, Carol and Lonnie 
stayed and had a great time. They sure made Chapter FL1-A look good by winning 
2nd Place in the  Chapter Shirt Contest, Diane won 2nd Place in the Best Costume 
Contest, Dom won first in the Bike Games (shocker!), so everyone there knew 
Chapter FL1-A was in the house. John and Sheila met up with everyone and a good 

time was had by all. 
 
 We had a fun picnic ride last month. It is finally cool enough to picnic and play some games. We had 
a Halloween Mask Contest and Al won with an original and creative mask. He won A $20 gift card to Lowes.  
Wendy won our Clock Game and was awarded a $10 gift card to RaceTrac. 
 
 Eagle Wings is off and running.  Lots of people have joined up and as we soar into the future let’s 
keep having a great time and ride and make more friends. All bikes are welcome so if you know some like-
minded folks that would like to ride with us and have a good time, please invite them. 
 
 Happy Thanksgiving! 

        Nan 
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The Dear Deer 
 

I was driving my pickup truck the other night at 5:30pm in a rural area on the inside lane of a four-lane divided highway.  
Approximately 100 ft in front of me in the outside lane was a fairly new small import four-door car.  There was heavy brush and 
trees to the right of the roadway. Suddenly a young deer appeared running full speed towards the car. It ran into the right front of 
the car and plastic parts flew off the car. The poor deer spun around and settled to its demise. What could have the car driver 
done to avoid being hit by the deer? From my vantage point the answer was: “Absolutely nothing!”  Deer usually appear either 
early in the morning at daybreak or early in the evening at sunset when the heat of the day is absent. This event was a little earlier 
then usual, probably because the temperature was cooler than normal earlier that evening. 

 
Let’s review how we should be thinking about the potential of encountering animals when riding. One of the things you 

should be considering when scanning the roadway for potential hazards is also looking for animals.  Different environments (city 
vs. country) or time of day (sunrise or sunset) might determine what type of animals you should be looking for. In an urban envi-
ronment you are more likely to see the common dogs, cats and squirrels.  In a rural area you will possibly see deer, armadillo, rac-
coons, turtles and possums. There are other possibilities, but I think you get the idea. Each type of animal has its own individual 
movement characteristics.  Deer, armadillo, raccoons and possums are more likely to show up at dusk or dawn. Different animals 
react differently when they see (or do not see) you. Knowing how different animals react determines what type of strategy you 
are going to have to use to deal with them. 

 
I will now cover some of the more common animal encounters. A dog usually wants to chase you. Do not let the approach-

ing dog scare you to where you begin to veer away from him and wind up hitting something else (like an approaching car). The 
dog really does not want to catch you. He is just mesmerized by your motion. Simply maintain your composure and course. Down-
shift a gear, and accelerate away from the dog.  A cat usually will maintain a fast, direct course straight across the road. A squirrel 
will run back and forth and back and forth. A squirrel is best dealt with by ignoring it and leaving its fate up to God. Armadillos and 
possums don't see very well so they usually will not try to get out of your way until the last moment. Plan on going around them 
but do not be surprised when they jump away from you. Deer are probably the most dangerous because they approach quickly, 
usually from between bushes or trees and without warning. They are big enough to cause some real damage. Braking or swerving 
are your only two options with a deer. (Or you do nothing and are just lucky that you didn’t hit it.) 

 
Of course, there are other animals I haven't mentioned but the aforementioned are some of the most common. Remem-

ber if you choose to swerve to avoid an animal you cannot also be on the brakes. In a swerve you are on the sides of your tires 
with a lot smaller tire contact patch on the roadway. Centrifugal force is pushing out on your bike. The tires cannot handle the 
extra stress of also braking. Decisions when dealing with an animal must be made quickly. If you begin to swerve to avoid the ani-
mal and it becomes evident you are going to hit it anyway, quickly straighten up the bike and get off of the brakes. You do not 
want the nose of your bike down and its weight forward if you hit the animal. You are more likely to lose control of your bike if the 
nose is down and the weight is forward when you hit anything. Get back on the throttle and knock the animal out of the way. (All 
factors being relevant, that the animal is small enough for you to be able to knock it out of your way.)  I am in no way advocating 
hitting a live animal, if you could have otherwise avoided contact. But, if you can’t avoid hitting the animal, hit it with authority. 
Having the throttle on when you make contact will knock the animal out of your way and you have a better chance of maintaining 
control of your motorcycle. If the animal is already dead you can revert to the dirt bike technique of holding on to the handlebars, 
standing up enough to get your bottom off the seat, leaning back, and give the throttle a quick blip-on to lighten the front wheel 
just before it makes contact with the animal. Then quickly close the throttle so the weight transfers back forward off the rear 
wheel so it hits lightly when it goes over the animal.  This method is your best bet for the smaller animals up to the size of a small 
deer. 

 
Larger animals such as cows, horses, bison, and moose require more creative thinking. Do what you have got to do to 

avoid hitting those larger animals.  Sometimes just plain “good luck” is your safest way out of danger. 
 
The purpose of this article was just to get you to plan ahead.  Safe motorcycle riding is best achieved by having a pre-

planned strategy on what you would do under different hazardous situations. This way of thinking applies to all possible hazards 
you might encounter. 
 
 We are here to assist you with your training needs.  

        Dominick and Diane 
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January 2013 Janury 2013 

NOVEMBER 2022 
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 
Dinner @ Hungry 
Harrys,  3116 
Land O’Lakes 
Blvd. Meet there 
@  6PM 

5 

People’s Choice 
Back Road Ride  
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 & I75 
@ 10:30AM 

6 7 
 

8 9 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 & I75 
@ 10:30AM 
 
 

10 11 
Dinner @  
Hellas,  785 Do-
decanese Blvd, 
Tarpon Springs 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

12 

Gathering @ 
Mission BBQ, 
Eat @ 6PM 

13 
Ice Cream @ 
Orange Cycle 
Creamery, Tar-
pon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
6PM 

14 15 16 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

17 18 
Dinner @  
Whiskey Wings, 
4013 Tampa 
Road. Meet 
there @ 6PM 

19 
Ride today or 
tomorrow — 
TBD 

20 
 
 

21 22 
 

23 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 &I75 @ 
10:30AM 

24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
“Leftovers” 
Picnic & Games. 
TBD 

27 28 
 

29 30 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 &I75 @ 
10AM 

   

       

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
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