
  

 

No word search this month as we will not have a 

Gathering due to the Florida District Rally.  

Congratulations to guest Sharon Matz for winning a 

$15 gift card for February! 
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Joke of the Month 
 

Why don’t you iron a four
-leaf clover? 

 
Because you don’t want 

to press your luck! 

 Welcome to our newest members, Dave and Wendy Silverstein.  
They have decided to join our Chapter and we are delighted. We look 
forward to many good times with them. 
 
 We had some visitors at our February Gathering. It was nice to 
see Kenny and Debbie Webberman from FL2-L and Paul and Sharon 
Matz from FL1-L2. Guests are always welcome and we appreciate their 
visiting us. 
 
 Some good times ahead with the Central Pasco Railroad ride, 
Bob’s Train in Sarasota, the Retired Horse Farm and hopefully DeLeon 
Springs for pancakes sometime soon.  
  
 Our Florida District Rally is fast approaching and we always have 
such fun. Bob and I have a suite this year so the party can be in our 
room. We can practice our competitions in there too. This time we will 
have a little more privacy. 
 
 There are a lot of upcoming rallies this year. Bob and I will be at-
tending most of them. If you want to join us please do because we al-
ways have a great time. You can have fun and make new friends along 
the way. It is a win-win! 
 
 Wing Ding will be in Shreveport, Louisiana this year. I know a 
bunch of us are attending and boy will that be fun. Let the good times 
roll! 
 
 Don’t forget to invite your friends to come ride with us and hope-
fully join GWRRA. I know once they attend they will have a good time 
and won’t regret getting to know our Chapter. We are a very FUN group. 
   
 Good times ahead. 

 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 

 

     Nan 

 
 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

May your home always 

be too small to hold all 

your friends. 

Old Irish Proverb 

Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 Wow, have we had a great month (cold but fun). We started off going to the 
Villages and eating at City Fire for our 1st ride of February. Of course, I wasn’t able to 
go yet because my bike was still in the shop and I was still recovering from my shoul-
der surgery, but I heard a fun time was had by all and followed up with ice cream at 
Scooples next to City Fire. 
 
 Friday night at Hungry Harry’s is always great but crowded. Lonnie and Al tried 
to outdo each other on the baskets of all-you-can-eat and I think Al won. The other 
Friday night dinners were Winners Grill, Hella’s and Best New York Pizza. 
 
 Several of us went on the picnic ride to Boyette Citrus Attraction. If you haven’t 
been there, it is a must see. They even have miniature golf inside the building, old- 
fashioned candy, and of course, ICE CREAM. 
 
 Pecks was great for our annual Sweetheart Ride on the 13th. Due to weather 
we all met there and we had 27 in attendance. I think that’s a new record. 
 
 Did I mention strawberries, oh, so many strawberries at Goodson Farms. The 
weekday ride there was so popular we did it twice this month.  
 
 Bob has a surprise lunch ride scheduled for the Sunday some of the gals are 
leaving for the Wingers and Waves Cruise. You’ll have to get details of that from Bob 
or Lonnie but those of us on the cruise say, “What happens on the cruise stays on the 
cruise!” 
 
 BTW, My bike is HOME but now I just have to finish healing and take it on 
short rides around home and then short weekend and Wednesday rides. Can’t wait! 
 
 Come join us for our rides, 

     Vicki 

 

 It's that time of year again for the District Rally. This is always a fun 
time and a great time to invite people to come out and join you at the rally. Encourage 
them to join GWRRA and start having fun with those of like interest in motorcycling. 
  
 Remember to keep a GWRRA hanger tag and/or brochure in your bike (and 
your cage too) in case you run into a biker who would like to join. Be sure to tell them 
to check out our FaceBook page and our web page at www.FL1A.org. 
 
 Ride Safe, 
 

     Vicki      

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Vicki Cummings 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello All, 
 
 2022 is well underway. The Florida District Rally is getting closer and closer.  
We have already conducted one ARC (Advanced 2-Wheel Riding Course) and 
three TRCs (Trike Riding Courses) in 2022. There was also a Team Riding/Road 
Captain’s Course scheduled for February 22

nd
 in Ocala and a TRC scheduled for 

February 24
th
 in Ft. Myers. These classes were at the request of the local Chapters 

in those areas and were both full. Remember, all you have to do is ask for a Riding 
Class and we will make the arrangements to put on the needed class for you. “Have 
bike will travel.” The proceeds from you selling raffle tickets enable us to conduct 
the Riding Classes you need to  maintain your Current Levels Status, as well as to 
help you keep up your riding skills for the safe operation of your motorcycle. 
 
 All monies for the sale of the raffle tickets need to be turned in to us as soon 
as possible and at the very least, prior to the drawing at the District Rally! 
 

Subconscious Involuntary Reflexes:  Good or Bad? 
 
 What is a Subconscious Involuntary Reflex?  I.e., if I didn’t know that my wife 
just had the stove on, and I rest my hand on the hot stove surface, my hand quickly 
pulls back off the hot surface without me even thinking about it. Then my brain tells 
me that the stove surface was hot. That is a good example of Subconscious Invol-
untary Reflex. If you are driving in your car and a child runs out in front of you, your 
hands quickly clinch the steering wheel without you thinking about it. Now you are 
ready to steer the car to avoid hitting the child. That would also be a good Subcon-
scious Involuntary Reflex example. 
 
 How do Subconscious Involuntary Reflexes affect us when riding a motorcy-

cle? If you are riding your motorcycle and you are startled, your hands will naturally 

clinch the hand grips just like they do to the steering wheel when you are driving the 

car. On a motorcycle we need our hands to do more than just squeeze the hand-

grips when an emergency situation arises. You might also instinctively go for the 

brakes without thinking, when braking is the wrong solution for that particular situa-

tion. Hitting the brakes at the wrong time can actually cause a crash. Just as quickly 

as you applied the brakes you might have to release them and re-evaluate the 

situation as to whether or not you actually need them. Swerving without any brake 

use may have been the proper response. 

 
 
 

Continued on Page 5 

FLORIDA DISTRICT RALLY! 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 
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District Educator (Cont’d) 

  When you are riding a motorcycle your eyes are subconsciously continuously telling 
your brain to tell your hands and feet what to do. This is good as long as you are consciously 
looking and thinking properly as you ride. “We go where we are looking.” This is especially evi-
dent when we are negotiating a curve. A curve is the place where motorcyclists crash all by 
themselves without any help from a second vehicle. A major contributing factor of crashing in a 
curve is because riders limit how far they are looking ahead and what they are looking at. If you 
are not looking far enough ahead, subconsciously your eyes are telling your brain there is no 
place to go and your brain will be relating this to your hands and feet. So in essence your con-
scious brain, which knows you want to successfully get around the curve, is being fought by 
your subconscious brain that is trying to slow you down. If you feel like you are out of position 
for the curve and begin staring at the guard rail or double yellow lines, your subconscious brain 
will draw you towards them no matter how much your conscious brain wants to make it suc-
cessfully around the curve. Sometimes getting out of this situation is as simple as just looking 
further ahead in the curve and the rest of your body will do what it needs to do to make the mo-
torcycle get around the curve. 
 
 A Subconscious Involuntary Reflex can also work against you when you are making a 
slow tight turn such as a U-turn. If during a slow tight turn you look down at the ground you will 
unintentionally lean the motorcycle further than necessary and put your foot down. During a 
slow tight turn you need to look ahead to where you want the motorcycle to finish the turn. Dur-
ing a U-turn you need to be looking ahead to the middle of the lane you want to get to. Your 
Subconscious Involuntary Reflexes will then take over and help you make the turn. 
 
 Most of you understand the mechanics of how a motorcycle reacts and handles. Know-

ing how your body reacts is also helpful to the safe and successful operation of your bike. 

 
 Ride Safe!! 
 

     Dominick & Diane 
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 What type of braking system does your bike/trike have? Does it work like 
you think it is going to work in an emergency situation? 
 
 This question came to mind due to the results of some recent Advanced 
Motorcycle Classes I conducted. I always ask the riders whether or not the bike/
trike they are riding does or does not have an advanced braking system, such 
as linked or ABS or linked-ABS. I ask this question just before we are getting 
ready to conduct the hard braking part of the course. It is surprising how many 
riders do not know what type of braking system they have or how the system 
they have is going to react under heavy emergency braking. 
 
 Many riders take the required state-mandated motorcycle course to get 
their motorcycle endorsement on a small motorcycle that does not have an ad-
vanced braking system. Then they go out and buy a big sophisticated motorcy-
cle with advanced braking technology, but do not have a clue how the bike/trike 
is going to react in an emergency. Few riders take an Advanced Motorcycle 
Class on their own motorcycle to see how the bike/trike is going to handle in rid-
ing exercises similar to the ones they had to perform in the basic licensing 
course. 
 
 The time to test yourself and your motorcycle is when you can do it safely 
under controlled conditions. Not when you are in panic mode and the car that 
just turned left in front of you is getting closer and closer. A formal riding course 
or an empty parking lot on your own is where you should find the answers to 
what your motorcycle is capable of and how you should properly react.  
 
 A quick review:  If you lock up the rear wheel(s) under heavy braking 
leave it/them locked and look well ahead. Your natural reflexes will steer the mo-
torcycle in a straight line until you stop. There are two possible reasons the rear 
wheel(s) of a motorcycle skid. One reason could be that your bike does not have 
a linked or ABS system and you just stomped on the rear brake pedal too 
hard. The other reason might be that you put on too much front brake and the 
rear of the motorcycle is lifting, thus the rear wheel(s) have lost traction and 
broke loose. If you accidently lock up the front wheel, immediately release the 
brake lever so the front tire can regain traction and then reapply. Remember, 
you can ride it out if you lock up the rear tire(s) under heavy braking, but you can 
not ride out a front wheel lock up. If you lock up the front wheel and you are on 
two wheels you will go down. If you are on three wheels you will lose the ability 
to steer.   
 
 Ride safe and watch those brakes, 
 

     Dominick & Diane 

BRAKES 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 
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January 2013 

No Gathering this Month 

January 2013 

Gathering held at Pach’s Place, 601 S Dale Mabry, Tampa (inside Tahitian Inn) 

January 2013 

MARCH 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

3 4 
Dinner @ 
Shells, 2101 E  
Fowler Ave, 
Tampa. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

 

5 
 

6 
Surprise Ride. 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 

7 8 9 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 

10 11 
Dinner @ Whis-
key Wings, 4013 
Tampa Road. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

12 
 
 

13 
Ride to Bob’s 
Train in Sarasota. 
KSU McDonalds 
@ Faulkenberg & 
60 @ 9AM 

14 15 16 
 

17 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 

18 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 

19 
Florida District 
Rally  
Altamonte 
Springs, FL 

20 21 22 
 

23 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 

24 
 

25 
Dinner on Your 
Own. (See to-
morrow’s early 
KSU) 

26 
Ride to Alachua 
Horse Farm. 
KSU Speedway 
@ SR52 & 41 @ 
9AM 
 

27 28 
 

29 30 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR 52 & I 75 @ 
10:30AM 

31   
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 John and I have been married for 37 years. John was a mechanic and I 
was a dental assistant. We have two sons and raising them kept us on our toes! 
The boys were into the usual kid activities:  Boy Scouts, baseball, football, soc-
cer, swim team, altar boys, track & field, BMX racing, tennis, golf, rowing crew 
and wrestling. Makes me tired even thinking of all that! 
 
 We started motorcycle riding again in 2010, when we took a fantastic mo-
torcycle vacation out west. We rode to Sturgis, Crazy Horse, Mt Rushmore, 
Deadwood, Black Hills, Custer State Park (awesome buffalo encounter), Nee-
dles Highway, the Badlands and Devil’s Tower. We have also ridden the Rocky 
Mountains in Colorado and the Pacific Coast Highway in Big Sur, CA. 
 
 John and I bought our first Gold Wing in 2015 at Motor Sports of Tampa. 
The bike had Chapter A’s professional newsletter in the trunk, with a schedule of 
events. We were excited to meet the like-minded group at a Tuesday Kick Tire 
at Burger 21. Everyone was so welcoming! 
 
 We find Chapter A an amazing chapter — Bob is a perfect ride leader 
and is always looking out for our safety. Nan is awesome at finding and coordi-
nating new fun things to do. Nan’s leadership motivates our members to work 
behind the scenes to make Chapter A the best chapter in GWRRA! 
 
 John and I have just sold our business and are on to our next life adven-
ture, heading out in our new travel trailer. We look forward to seeing many of 
you at rallies and rides across the country. 
 
 We will be back because Tampa will always be our home. 
 
 Forever Your Friends, 
  
 

     John & Sheila  

  
 

FROM OUR MEMBERS 

2022 Chapter 

Couple of the 

Year 

 

John & Sheila 

Taylor 



9 

 

FEBRUARY FORAYS 

 

 

Come join us! 

Friends for Fun, 

Safety and  

Knowledge! 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

March 17-19  42nd FL Gathering of the Wings   Altamonte Springs, FL 
   Florida District Rally 
        
June 2-4  Wingin on the Red Carpet   Anderson, SC 
   South Carolina District Rally 
 
June 28-July 2  Wing Ding 43     Shreveport, LA 
 
Sept 15-17  Fourth Annual Come Ride with Us  Dilllard, GA 
   Georgia District Rally 
 
Sept 29-Oct 1  Hawaiian Family Reunion   Eufaula, AL 
   Alabama District Rally 
 
Oct 14-16  Tailgating in Your Home Town   Gulfport, MS 
   Mississippi District Rally 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dominick Desiato  March 4 
Jerry Bradford  March 6 
Bud Marion  March 16 
Betty Kerfoot  March 29
  

Jeff & Debbie Brunelle March 15 
Bob & Debbie Lehmann March 31 

None this Month 
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