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Complete and bring it to our Gathering and enter to 

win a gift card! 

Congrats to Susan Ralph who won for May! 
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Joke of the Month 
 

 

What goes up but 
never comes down? 

Your age! 

 
 
 

 We are heading into some pretty warm months here in Florida.  
While it does get pretty hot, it never seems to stop us in Chapter FL1-A! 
 
 Eleven of us travelled to Pigeon Forge, TN last month and we 
had a great time and lots of fun at the rally. The ride up was beautiful 
with a lot of great roads and excellent weather. While at the rally we saw 
a lot of good friends and as always it was great fun. We entered the 
Chapter Shirt Contest and won First Place and on the spur of the mo-
ment, and at Diane’s suggestion, we entered the Chapter Pride Contest; 
lo and behold we won Second Place! Hurray, us! We headed over the 
mountain for home on Sunday. Due to impending rain we left fairly early 
(early for me but not so much for others) and made it all the way home 
high and dry. Another great Tennessee rally in the books.   
 
 Bob and I are headed to the South Carolina rally the first week of 
this month for more fun. We will be in the car this time due to time con-
straints. As we always say, get there any you are able. 
 
 Jensen Beach is now in the past but as of this writing it hasn’t 
happened yet. There will be lots to write about next month! 
 
 Our May Gathering was tons of fun. Lots of laughs as always, 
great door prizes, good food and great friends. Dale and Maria Wilber 
visited us and hopefully they will become members. We were also 
treated to Claudia Vega and Robert (Ray’s cousin) at our Gathering. 
Claudia always has words of inspiration and Robert is always smiling 
and enjoying GWRRA.  
  
 Wing Ding is coming up real soon. We have a trip planned with 
11 of us going. Bob and I always have such fun at Wing Ding. This will 
be our 27

th
 Wing Ding and it never disappoints. All of the dinner events 

and shows are really good. The vendor show is always a treat and lots 
of classes are offered. Shreveport will be a great place to hold it. It is the 
first time ever there, and I know Louisiana is looking forward to all of us 
Wingers coming to their state. Fun times for sure. 
 
After Wing Ding we have some fun things coming up. Make sure you 

check the calendar and join in. 

 

     Nan 

 

 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

You are never too old 
to set another goal or 
dream another dream! 
 

Les Brown 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 We are back from Spring Fling in Tennessee after a great time at the 
rally. I drove my car as I was just not sure about driving that far on my bike just 
yet. Still doing PT for my arm. As some of you heard at the meeting, Carol 
abandoned Lonnie twice during the trip and joined me in the car. Her excuse 
was her knees were bothering her. We did good with the Chapter Pride and 
Chapter Shirt contest and Bob, Nan, Diane, Dominick and Dackel all partici-
pated in the costume contest. Everyone knew FL1-A was in the house. 
 
 Sheila and John set up for us to go to Dixie Stampede while we were 
there. The show was great and the meal they served was very good. People 
had told us you don’t get silverware but they do give you a fork. Our group had 
a really good time. Thanks to the Taylors for setting that up. 
 
 Our Picnic Auction was a great success and there was a lot of fierce 
bidding going on. Lots of great food was consumed and so many laughs. It’s 
always a great time when this group gets together. 
 
 There have been several weekday lunch rides and we went to Yalaha 
Bakery on a Saturday. Our Friday night dinner meets never disappoint and we 
usually have a large group. There are so many different things we are doing as 
a Chapter, you need to come and join the fun! 
 
 Until next time, 

     Vicki 

 

 We met a new guy at a gas station and he rode with us for a 
little while, but did not join us for lunch. Of course, he got all the information 
about GWRRA and our Chapter. We hope to see him again soon. To the best 
of my recollection his name was Ted. Seemed like a very nice guy. We all 
need to remember to have brochures and Chapter info on our bikes so we can 
invite people to join us for a ride, Chapter Gathering, etc. Nan always has them 
available at the Gatherings, so be sure to pick some up. 
 

 Ride Safe, 

     Vicki  

    

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello Everyone, 
 
 We recently attended the Tennessee Rally. While at the rally we attended the new 
Co-Rider classroom seminar. Melanie Geggie, a GWRRA University Instructor, did a great 
job presenting the seminar. I enjoy observing the safety information being presented to our 
members as well as their feedback on any given subject. These classes are always pre-
sented with the understanding that they are for your information and you are to choose and 
evaluate if the information can be used by you to safely operate your bike or trike.  
 
 I like being surrounded at rallies by new acquaintances. I enjoy listening to their war 
stories and mishaps they or someone in their group encountered. Often the mishaps I hear 
about were either due to lack of training or forgetting to use techniques the rider learned in 
one of our classes.   
 
 There are many useful tips given to the Co-Rider in our Co-Rider Seminars. I would 
like to give you a few more things to consider for both the Rider and Co-Rider to keep you 
safe. One of the useful suggestions in the class is that if the Rider becomes incapacitated 
and slumps forward in the seat, the Co-Rider can lean forward and take control of the han-
dlebars of the bike or trike. The Co-Rider is to then shut off the Engine Cut-off Switch, let 
the engine slow down the motorcycle, and start steering toward the shoulder of the road.  
The motorcycle will eventually come to an abrupt stop and if on two wheels the bike will 
finally fall over, with you on it. The Co-Rider is told not to pull in the clutch or apply the front 
brake, which is the appropriate advice given the appropriate set of circumstances. 
 
 I would like to give you some more possible scenarios and solutions to consider. 

What if when the Rider slumps over you are in the middle lane of the highway and the traf-

fic ahead and to the sides of you is stopping for a red light at approximately 45mph?  Turn-

ing off the Engine Cut-off Switch to slow down the motorcycle is not going to be enough.  

There is no escape path in this scenario if you have cars on both sides and in front of you.  

How the Co-Rider should react here would be much different. Whether you are riding a two

-wheel or three-wheel motorcycle would make a significant difference on how the Co-Rider 

should react. If you are on three wheels there is no danger of falling over. The Co-Rider 

could apply the front brake to stop the motorcycle. If the front wheel skids (which it probably 

will), Wings and newer bikes connect the front wheel ABS to the rear trike wheel’s ABS.  

Can-Ams mostly have ABS brakes. Therefore, the front-wheel brakes would not lock up.  

Using the front brake to stop might just make the difference between running into the back 

of the vehicle in front of you or not. How about two-wheel motorcycles? Some have ABS 

and some do not. The ones that do have ABS will not skid. The ones that do not have ABS 

can skid, which would result in the bike going down. Riders of the non-ABS bikes must dis-

cuss this with their Co-Riders advising them of this possibility. It would of great benefit for 

the non-ABS two-wheel Riders to train their Co-Riders on how to properly apply the front 

brake of their motorcycle to keep the bike from skidding and bring the motorcycle to a com-

plete stop (preferably in a vacant parking lot). In either case at the final stop the two-wheel 

motorcycle is going to fall over. Riders must advise your Co-Riders to kick away from the 

falling motorcycle as not to get trapped under the 900 lb. machine. It does the Co-Rider no 

good if they are trapped under the motorcycle along with the unconscious Rider.   

 Continued on Next Page 

CO-RIDER’S ROLE IN AN EMERGENCY 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 
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 There are other times when just steering off the shoulder is not possible. How about 
when there is a guard rail or there is no guard rail and a 200-foot drop off? I am sure you can 
think of plenty of other situations where having to stop the motorcycle quickly with the front brake 
is the correct choice. I heard a story while in Tennessee of one scenario I had not considered. 
As the story was told, there was a Rider and Co-Rider traveling on a trike. A deer jumped across 
the trike taking the Rider with it. The Co-Rider was left with a riderless trike. All survived due to 
ATGATT. How would you have liked to have been that pair of riders? 
 
 We at GWRRA can learn from each other’s real life experiences as well as proper Rider 
and Co-Rider training. It is our goal to pass on all the information we can to help make your ride 
safe and enjoyable. 
 
 Ride Safe! ATGATT 

     Dominick and Diane 

 I recently attended a Co-Rider Seminar. One of the topics covered was what the respon-
sibility of the Co-Rider is should the Rider become incapacitated and pass out while the bike is in 
motion. Riders should discuss this subject with their Co-Rider so they have some idea of what to 
do in the event this should happen. 
 
 What the Rider and Co-Rider should discuss: first, acknowledge that this scenario could 
happen. Obviously the older the Rider, the greater the chance. If the Rider passes out, chances 
are they will lean forward. The Co-Rider then will need to lean forward over top of the Rider and 
take control of the handle bars. The Co-Rider would then first turn off the Engine Cut-off 
Switch. The Rider should go over with the Co-Rider where the cut-off switch is, what color it is, 
(usually red) and why they are shutting the switch off. The reason you tell them is that this will 
begin to slow down the motorcycle. The Rider also needs to go over the use of the front brake 
lever with the Co-Rider. The Rider needs to explain that this is the only brake the Co-Rider will 
have access to. The Rider knows whether or not their motorcycle has an ABS braking system or 
not. The Rider needs to explain this to the Co-Rider in that if the bike does not have ABS, hard 
application of the front brake lever could cause the front wheel to skid. Skidding the front tire can 
result in a two-wheel motorcycle going down. With either system the Rider should take the Co-
Rider to a vacant parking lot and have them practice applying the front brake. The next thing the 
Rider needs to tell the Co-Rider is that at the final stop the bike, if two wheel, is going to fall 
over. If possible, the Co-Rider should steer toward the edge of the road off into the grass or dirt, 
so there will be a softer landing when the two-wheel motorcycle stops. The Co-Rider needs to 
kick away from the two-wheel bike as it is falling over, so as to not get trapped under the bike 
with the unconscious Rider. With a three-wheel motorcycle obviously the bike is not going to fall 
over when it finally stops. 
 

     This situation might not happen that often but it can and has happened. Having your Co-Rider 

prepared to take control of your motorcycle can stop a bad situation from becoming even worse 
by ending with a crash.   Ride safe, 

     

     Dominick & Diane 

RIDER EDUCATOR (Cont’d) 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 

 

CAN YOUR CO-RIDER TAKE CONTROL? 
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January 2013 

JUNE 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 

2 3 
Dinner @  
Daddy’s Grill 
3682 Tampa Rd, 
Oldsmar 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

4 

5 
Breakfast Ride. 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
8:30AM 

6 7 8 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

9 10 
Dinner @ Hun-
gry Harrys 
3116 Land 
O’Lakes Blvd. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

11 
Punch Card 
Ride. KSU Race-
Trac @ SR52 & 
I75 @ 930AM 

12 13 14 15 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 
 
 

16 17 
Dinner @  
Hellas,  785 Do-
decanese Blvd, 
Tarpon Springs 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

18 
FL1-A Gathering 
Mission BBQ 
Eat @ 6PM 
Meet @ 7PM 

19 
Orange Cycle 
Creamery, Tar-
pon Springs. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

20 21 22 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
10:30AM 

23 
 

24 
Leave for Wing 
Ding 
 

25 

26 27 
 

28 
 
 
Wing Ding 
Springfield, MO 
Through 7/2 

29 
 
 
Wing Ding 
Springfield, MO 
Through 7/2 
 
 

30 
 
 
Wing Ding 
Springfield, MO 
Through 7/2 
 

  

       

Gathering held at Mission BBQ, 5602 W Waters Ave, Tampa 
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MAY MAGIC 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

 
June 2-4  “Wingin’ on the Red Carpet”   Anderson, SC 
   South Carolina District Rally  
 
une 28-July 2  Wing Ding 43     Shreveport, LA 
 
Sept 15-17  Fourth Annual Come Ride with Us  Dilllard, GA 
   Georgia District Rally 
 
Sept 29-Oct 1  Hawaiian Family Reunion   Eufaula, AL 
   Alabama District Rally 
 
Oct 14-16  Tailgating in Your Home Town   Gulfport, MS 
   Mississippi District Rally 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Happy GWRRA Birthday! 

 
If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-

priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Sheila Taylor  June 5 John & Sheila Taylor June 8 
Mark & Spike Lussier June 21 

 

Bruce Bruegger 
Rick Casto 

Tracy & Sharon Dunn 
Pedro & Vanessa Prado 
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