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Joke of the Month 
 

It was Palm Sunday, and 
Mary’s four-year-old son 
stayed home from church 
with his father, because 
he was sick. 
 
When his siblings returned 
home carrying palm 
branches, the little boy 
asked what the branches 
were for. 
 
His mother explained, 
“People held them over 
Jesus’ head as He walked 
by.” 
 
“I can’t believe it,” the boy 
said.  “I miss one Sunday, 
and Jesus shows up”! 

 April showers bring spring flowers!  Won’t it be fun to see all 
those spring flowers on our rides? 
  
 We had a great time at the Florida District Rally on March 17, 18 
and 19.  FL1-A was in the house and here is a list of all of our winnings: 
   

First Place – Chapter Shirt 

First Place – Chapter Pride 

First Place Solo Costume Contest – Lonnie Parham 

Second Place – Chapter Diorama 

Second Place – Chapter Costume Contest 

Certificate for Chapter selling 1,500 Rider Ed Raffle Tickets 

Worst Poker Hand on Saturday – Vicki Cummings 

Word Search Winner – Nan Shrader 

 
 What fun we had participating in all the events with lots of laughs 
and making great memories. Thanks to all who attended the rally, made 
us look so good, and joined in on the fun. Thanks also to all our chapter 
members who worked the Hospitality Room and the games. Having 
been Florida District Directors for seven years we really understand how 
important all the volunteers are in making the rally a success. 
   
 The Tennessee District Rally is coming up and some of us are 
attending it in Pigeon Forge. Another good time ahead. 
 
 Vicki has taken on the role of Membership Enhancement Coordi-
nator. Thank you, Vicki.  Dave and Wendy have accepted the position of 
Motorist Awareness Coordinator. Thank you, Dave and Wendy. 
 
 Lots of fun rides coming up so stay tuned. 
 
 Happy Easter!  

     Nan 

 

 
 

Senior Chapter  

Director 

 

Nan Shrader 

 

SENIOR CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Quote of the Month 
 

You make a living by what 
you get; you make a life by 

what you give. 
 

Winston Churchill 
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We had 1 TRC, 1 ERC and 1 
Medic/First Aid Class. 
 
 The total count for the 
year was 136 events with 
2,145 attendees.  Not a bad 
year at all. 
We have some great plans for 
2018 so always keep your eyes 

on the calendar for all of the 
fun stuff coming up. 
In closing thanks to all the 

members of Chapter FL1-A for 

a great year and remember 

we are the BEST Chapter in 

 Wow, what a great time we had at the Florida District Rally! As Nan told you in 
her article, we were all over the place and were very successful! And even if we had-
n’t been, we had FUN and that’s all that matters! 
 
 Dominick, Diane and Nan did an outstanding job on the diorama, which won 
second place. We visited Murano Café twice for dinner. Do ya think we really like that 
place? 
 
 In the Group Costume Contest, Dachel  threw us over the top with his impres-
sion of a scarecrow, and Gizmo enjoyed having his picture taken with Dorothy and the 
Oz gang. Chapter Challenge was a lot of fun; even though we didn’t even place, we 
had laughs competing. 
 
 A member of our chapter overheard the new District Couple of Year talking 
about not being able to get a room at the host hotel for Wing Ding. Carol and I had 
just decided that we would share our room at Wing Ding (Lonnie had no choice in the 
matter) so Carol offered the room to them. They were ecstatic and Carol worked on 
Monday and Tuesday after the rally to get everything changed to their name. Now 
they are all set to enjoy Wing Ding. Nice gesture, Carol. 
 
 We didn’t have a Gathering because of the District rally but there were some 
nice rides during the month of March. 
 
 Hopefully, I will be able to start riding some soon. I am ready. Hard seeing all 

the pictures of the rides and not being in those pictures. 

 Come join us for our rides, 

     Vicki 

  
 At the District rally I received my new certificate to finalize my new 
appointment as your Membership Enhancement Coordinator. 
 
 I was asked to take over this position after the loss of our friend, Bruce 
Schlimme. Bruce succumbed to cancer on February 25th. It was a great loss to our 
chapter. Bruce was a lifetime member of GWRRA and he will be missed by all who 
knew him. 
 
 Our chapter is always looking to recruit new members and add members to 

GWRRA. Be sure to keep brochures and pamphlets in your bike to share with other 

bikers you come across during your travels. 

 

     Vicki      

 

Assistant Chapter  

Director 

Vicki Cummings 

 

ASST CHAPTER DIRECTOR 

Chapter FL1-A Tampa "A" Team Gold Wing Road Riders 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

Membership  

Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Vicki Cummings 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Chapter-FL1-A-Tampa-A-Team-Gold-Wing-Road-Riders/181455088628228
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Hello All, 
 
 What a wonderful time we had at the 2022 Florida District Rally. It was a great suc-
cess!  Many members visited us at the Rider Education table and were able to find out their 
Levels status as well as the Levels status of their Chapter.  Three members were advanced 
to Level IV in the Levels Master Recognition Program and six members were advanced to 
Senior Master.  Remember, any Chapter Director or Chapter Skills Enhancement Advisor 
can request a Chapter Level’s Report from me via email. Florida District Riding and Medic 
First Aid (MFA) classes are available upon request to maintain your Levels status. For ARC 
(Advanced Two-Wheel Riding Courses) or for TRC (Trike Riding Courses) contact 
Dominick at Dominickflde@gmail.com.  For MFA Classes contact Claudia at rve-
ga19854@gmail.com. 
 
 The procedures for requesting a class will be conducted in the following manner: A 
Chapter Director or CSEA can survey their group to see which of their members want to 
take either the ARC or TRC. They should also decide on a tentative date for the class. This 
information is to be forwarded to me so I can check on the availability of a riding site. If all 
is agreed upon, I would then want the CD or CSEA to collect and hold a $30 deposit, which 
is refundable upon completion of the course. If a Chapter does not have enough members 
to fill a class I will advertise the class on Group Works to get enough members to fill the 
class. I also take individual member requests which I keep in a file and use to fill in any 
openings in a class. 
 
 Courtesy of the Motorist Awareness Team, one of the outside displays at the Rally 
was a Semi-Tractor-Trailer surrounded by motorcycles. The driver allows you to climb up 
and sit in the truck’s cab to see what the driver sees, or in many cases what the driver does 
not see. The trucker’s safety slogan is: “If you can’t see me in my mirror, I can’t see you.” 
That means that when you are driving behind a Semi-Tractor-Trailer rig in your car you 
should be following far enough back so you can see the truck driver’s face in his side view 
mirror. This procedure also applies when you are following behind the truck rig on your mo-
torcycle. This can easily be done when you are riding a two-wheel motorcycle because you 
can position your bike on the left track of your lane, thus making it easy to see the left side 
mirror of the truck cab. How about a traditional trike or a reverse trike? Are you able to ride 
in the left track of your lane so you can see the truck driver?  I don’t think so. A trike rider 
sits in the middle of their motorcycle and to ride in the left track would cause your outside 
wheel to get dangerously close to the lane division line or even possibly crossing over into 
the next lane. So how can you safely deal with this type of situation? You would have to 
drop back even further than the riders on two wheels. At 70mph a two-wheel motorcycle 
might follow at a safe distance of 200ft, whereas at that same speed a trike rider might 
have to be 300-400ft back from the truck in order to see the truck driver in his side mirror.  
This observation was brought to my attention at the District Rally by Madalena Buck, Sen-
ior Chapter Director of FL1-L2, who had visited the Semi-Tractor-Truck display. I appreci-
ated that she had shared this observation with me so I thought I would share it with you. 
 
 We are here to assist you with your training needs.  

 
 Ride Safe!! 

     Dominick & Diane 

FLORIDA DISTRICT RALLY! 

District  

Educator 

 

Dominick & Diane 

Desiato 

 

mailto:Dominickflde@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com
mailto:rvega19854@gmail.com


5 

 

  

MEMBER BIO—DEBBIE 

RICHARDSON 
  As fate would have it I was born to an Irish mother and an Italian father. I am 
the youngest of five siblings and was raised on Long Island, New York. We fished, 
crabbed and clammed the long hot summers away on the Great South Bay; life was 
good! 

 I was married very young, right after high school. I was blessed with two 
healthy sons, and my sons gave me four healthy grandchildren, who are the light of 
my life. Life is busy!  

 I managed a dental practice in Merrick, for Ana Triliouris DDS before relocat-
ing to Florida in 1998. I took a position with William Sarchet DDS in Bayonet Point 
upon my arrival in Florida. After 9/11, I lost my position at the dental office when Dr. 
Sarchet sold the practice to two young dentists.  

 At this point I decided to work for myself and took some courses on jewelry 
repair in Jupiter, FL. It seem to me that every time I tried to wind down, the Lord 
would have other plans and wind me up. I was 47 at this point and was told by sev-
eral that I could not just become a jeweler, discouraging me since I hadn’t been 
raised in the industry and then trained for several years. Raised by proud America 
parents who instilled in me good self esteem, I knew that with hard work and perse-
verance (along with the liberties of being an American),  I could accomplish what I 
set out to do. The Jewelry ER was established and we stood strong for 18 
years, helping people in my community with a multitude of issues.  

 Never in my wildest dreams did I ever want to be a businesswoman, but here 
I was being wound up again. At one point, I realized that my husband of 38 years 
was not the person I had married. He was not the least bit interested in being part 
of our beautiful family so we divorced. I started dating and meeting men who rode 
motorcycles. Not ever being a fan I had to step out of my comfort zone and to my 
surprise I really enjoyed riding.  

 Now with the help and encouragement of several people I’d met through a 
chapter (Vicki, Bruce, Carol and Lonnie), I am the proud owner of a Honda Gold-
wing trike. I love riding with the chapter, making wonderful friends, so here I am be-
ing wound up again. 

 Join me! 

     Debbie Richardson  
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 We who ride motorcycles have all been there. You pull up to a red light and wait 
for the light to change. If you are by yourself, you might be waiting there forever. You 
have a few options if the light doesn't change. If there is a car behind you, you can pull 
up past the stop bar so the car behind you can pull up and trigger the Traffic Actuator to 
change the light for both of you. That only works if the person driving the car is smart 
enough to know why you moved up. Don't bet on it. When I was a full-time Motor Offi-
cer, I often had to get off my bike and walk back to the car driver. I would then say to 
them "If you don't move up the light is not going to change." I sometimes then had to 
follow that up by saying, "Move up!" I don't suggest you follow that method unless you 
are in a police uniform. If you are alone, you can always make a right turn on red and 
then a U-turn to continue on your way. If you are really bold and you think you can talk 
your way out of a ticket, you could safely ride through the red light. There are 15 states 
that allow a motorcycle to proceed through a traffic light that the bike's presence could-
n't change. And yes, Florida is not one of those states. 
  
 So what is a Traffic Actuated Signal? It is an intersection where the Traffic Engi-
neers have buried a cable into the lanes that creates a magnetic field. When the metal 
of a car breaks the field it mechanically tells the traffic light to change. The problem with 
motorcycles is that there is not a lot of steel to register in the magnetic field. Most mo-
torcycles are constructed with aluminum, which does not disrupt the magnetic 
field. There are some factors that vary with different motorcycles, that might make a dif-
ference on whether or not your bike triggers the system to change the light. Some of the 
big bikes like Harleys and Indians still have a lot of steel and sit low to the ground. They 
have a better chance of changing the light than a bike that sits up higher and is made of 
mostly aluminum. I used to ride a Police Harley Davidson and a Police BMW intermit-
tently. The same exact traffic signals the Harley would change, the BMW would not. 
 
  At a rally I was at about nine months ago, there was a vendor selling a device 
he claimed would be recognized by the magnetic fields and change the traffic lights. I 
purchased one of these units and installed it on my 2018 Kawasaki Versys which sits 
up high and is made of mostly aluminum. I was having trouble triggering traffic lights 
with this bike up until then. I must say that I have not found any traffic lights I have not 
triggered since I installed the device. This includes the light leaving my own subdivision 
which I could never trigger before.   
 
 I had not told anyone about this device before now because I wanted to be sat-
isfied that it worked first and because it is not a cheap item. The name of the company 
is "SIGNALMATIC" @signal-matic.com. The unit is called the Signalmatic VSII and the 
price is $229. Not cheap, but worth not having to put up with the aggravation at red 
lights that will not change. 

 
 Ride safe, 
 

     Dominick & Diane 

TRAFFIC-ACTUATED SIGNALS 

Skills Enhance-

ment  

Coordinator 

Dominick & 

Diane 

Desiato 
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January 2013 January 2013 
FROM OUR MEMBERS 

WHAT DOES “RSVP” MEAN? 

  
 RSVP has several meanings, including the “old” English version of only responding with regrets you 
are unable to attend. 
 
 The modern version that most of us use today is to respond to an invitation with a response of yes or 
no if you will be attending or not. 
 
 I have dealt with people NOT responding to an invitation and then showing up anyway more times 
than I can count. Thanks to my family and Lonnie's family for that. I remember one time I planned a party 
and NO ONE responded with a yes or no, so we made other plans and were not home when people arrived 
at our home. I have always felt that is very disrespectful to the person planning the event. My personal belief 
is you should respond either way. 
 
 It is more than just a convenience of knowing who will or will not be there. If you are able to attend 
the event, this lets the person setting up the event (lunch/dinner, ride, party, etc.) know how many to expect. 
If it is meeting for dinner at a restaurant, it is very important to know how many WILL be attending so the res-
ervation can be made for the correct number of people. Otherwise, there may have to be chairs added, some 
members not being able to sit with the rest of the group, etc. If it is meeting for a ride and we know you are 
planning on attending, we will wait for you if you are running late. 
 

 In today's society it is just common courtesy to respond. 
 
 We have emails sent out on a weekly basis with plans for that week, and the Google and 
Group Works calendars lets everyone know in advance. Group Works even has an RSVP button 
where you can respond easily. If it is a last-minute ride/event set up, then just respond to the email 
that you receive. 
 
 If you don't get the Google or Group Works calendars, please see me at the next meeting so 
I can get you set up. I update the Google calendar as soon as I know of a change so this calendar 
is usually the most current. 
 
 See you all soon. 
 
 Ride safe, 
 
 

Carol Parham 

Visit our web-
site 

www.fl1a.org 
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January 2013 APRIL 2022 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Dinner @ Hun-
gry Harrys, 
3116  L o’ L 
Blvd. Meet 
there @ 7PM 
 
 

2 
 

3 
Ride to Bob’s 
Train. KSU 
McDonalds @ 
Faulkenberg & 
60  9AM 

4 5 6 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 & I75 
@ 10:30AM 

7 8 
Bruce’s Funeral 
@ Bushnell. 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR 50 & I75 
@ 12:30PM. 
Meal After 

9 
 

10 
Ice Cream and 
Candy Ride to 
Russell Stover. 
KSU RaceTrac @ 
SR52 & I75 @ 
2PM 

11 12 13 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 & I75 
@ 10:30AM 

14 15 
Dinner on Your 
Own 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 
Weekday Ride 
KSU RaceTrac 
@ SR52 & I75 
@ 10:30AM 

21 
 

22 
Dinner @ Whis-
key Joes, 9316 
Anderson Rd. 
Meet there @ 
7PM 

23 
 

24 
Annual Picnic/
Auction @ FOP. 
Meet there @ 
11:30AM. Bring a 

dish & your $$ 

25 
 

26 
Leave for TN 
District Rally 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 

       

No Gathering this month. Ride pot winner will be pulled at Annual Picnic/Auction on April 24th 
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MARCH MADNESS 

 

REST IN PEACE, 
 

BRUCE SCHLIMME 
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Upcoming GWRRA Events 

 
June 28-July 2  Wing Ding 43     Shreveport, LA 
 
Sept 15-17  Fourth Annual Come Ride with Us  Dilllard, GA 
   Georgia District Rally 
 
Sept 29-Oct 1  Hawaiian Family Reunion   Eufaula, AL 
   Alabama District Rally 
 
Oct 14-16  Tailgating in Your Home Town   Gulfport, MS 
   Mississippi District Rally 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Happy GWRRA Birthday! 
 

If only one person is listed, his/her spouse joined on a different date and will be listed during the appro-
priate month. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Jake Jacob  April 2 
John Baxley  April 4 
Margaret Baxley  April 17 
Curtis Matthews  April 27 

 
John & Margaret Baxley April 10 
Jake & Joanne Jacob April 23 

Joe and Betty Kerfoot 
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